
 
TOWN OF WENHAM 
Community Preservation Committee  
December 6, 2021  
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Community Preservation Committee (CPC) members, a meeting of the CPC was held Monday December 6, 2021 at 7 PM. The 
Governor extended the suspension of certain provisions of the open meeting law that authorizes all members of a public body to continue participating in 
meetings remotely until April 1, 2022. This meeting took place via Zoom. 
 
There was not quorum and no discussion, debate or votes took place.  
Mr. Waddell identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: P. Waddell, Chair; A. Drake; T. Starr. Not present: B. 
Locke; L. Maestranzi; J. Burt P. Clay; E. Craig-McCormick 
Also present: Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
CPA Presentation- Issuing Bonds for CPA Projects.  
Stuart Saginor, Community Preservation Coalition was present and spoke on borrowing permitted under CPA and referenced a 
slide deck. The following is a summary of his presentation, which he made available to the Committee. 
 
Borrowing is most popular for acquiring land, historic rehabilitation, and creation of recreational assets.  
Borrowing for CPA are issued against future Local Surcharge CPA revenue only as the match program can be unstable. A  2/3 
vote is needed to pass bonded projects at Town Meeting and no subsequent ballot election is required because it is already 
authorized on the 3% surcharge limit previously approved for CPA. 
It is recommended a CPA Bonding Capacity spreadsheet (update annually) be used to guide future planning; bonding may not 
exceed 70 % of local surcharge.  
Length of bond terms follow state guidelines (up to 30 years pending project specific) and can be funded in conjunction with 
multiple funding sources. (other sources than CPA may need ballot election) and bonding may include non-CPA projects and 
should be under authority of Ch. 44b. and include miscellaneous costs, ie. bond terms.  
If payment on project bond is more than 10% of your annual CPA revenue, bond payment counts as your 10% requirement for 
that category.  Another 10 may be recommended but not required.  
Once CPA is held for 5 years it may be revoked.  Bonding does not take the right to revoke, but the bond must be paid back 
with all existing funds encumbered to pay off debt and if that’s not enough keep your current spa surcharge on tax bills to just 
pay off the bond.  
CPA may be used for recreational use – (section 2) CPA prohibits horse or dog racing or stadium, gym or similar; No indoor 
recreation structures. Outdoor land should be as close to its natural state i.e., fields, parks, playground or athletic field.  
In 2012 the CPA changed to expand recreation category to include fixing up existing fields, but turf was prohibited for CPA 
projects.  There is a strong anti- turf lobby if CPA funds were allowed to pay for turf,  every field would be switched to turf and 
the “Acquisition of artificial turf is prohibited”.  
Some interpret this relates to only the actual turf rug and CPA may be used for other aspects i.e., preparation. Although a 
superior court judge recently did not allow sub construction to be included in North Andover CPA funding for turf. If the 
supreme judicial court agrees it is binding on all CPA communities. This continues to be monitored.  
 
Mr. Saginor was thanked for his time and informative presentation.  
 
The meeting ended at 8:09 pm 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley  
12.7.21  
 


